COMMENT FROM THE EDITOR-IN-CHIEF {#rrx086s1}
================================

The Board of Editors of the *Journal of Radiation Research* is pleased to announce that Dr Daisuke Iizuka and co-authors are the winners of the 2017 Terasima Award, given for their outstanding paper published in the *Journal of Radiation Research* in 2015 and 2016. In 2001, the *Journal of Radiation Research* established the Terasima Award honoring Dr Toyozo Terasima, a pioneer in Japan in the field of radiation research, and it has been presented to the authors of the most prominent paper each year since. In 2017, two papers were nominated for the Award, and the paper concerning hepcidin-2 by Dr D. Iizuka *et al.* \[[@rrx086C1]\] received the highest evaluation. He and the co-authors received a certificate, a 100 000 yen award, and exemption from processing charges on their next article published in the *Journal of Radiation Research*.

COMMENT FROM THE AUTHOR {#rrx086s2}
=======================

It is our great pleasure and honor to receive the *Journal of Radiation Research* Terasima Award in 2017 for our publication entitled "Hepcidin-2 in mouse urine as a candidate radiation-responsive molecule." In this article, we found that hepcidin-2 was secreted in urine after radiation exposure, using matrix-assisted laser desorption/ionization-time-of-flight mass spectrometry (MALDI TOF-MS). We observed that peak increases of hepcidin-2 in urine were delayed in a dose-dependent manner (1 Gy and above). On the other hand, an increase in hepcidin-2 after exposure to relatively low radiation doses (0.25 and 0.5 Gy) was biphasic, with two peaks at 8--48 h and 120--168 h, respectively. This increase was correlated at least in part with upregulation of the hepcidin-2 gene (*Hamp2*) mRNA in the liver. We believe that the increase in hepcidin-2 (for which the biological functions have not yet been determined) as a result of radiation exposure, will shed light on the biological effects of radiation exposure, and we hope that this kind of investigation will lead to the establishment of new biodosimetry methods in the future.
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